
WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER
A CENTER OF BLACK HISTORY



Everyplace has a Weeksville where ordinary people came first and

labored to create a more hospitable living setting for their loved

ones. The rediscovery and preservation of this local history provides

a means of reestablishing a continuity with the past so that

children armed with the knowledge of the contributions of their

forbears can gain strength to meet the challenge of the future. 

-Joan Maynard, Founding Executive Director of Weeksville

Heritage Center

LESSON 1: 

PAST

WHAT MAKES THIS A
POWERFUL QUOTE?



OBJECTIVE:
Participants will be able to
identify Weeksville’s impact
on Brooklyn and New York
City’s history overall. They
will understand the
importance of preserving the
space, connect Weeksville
and Seneca Village as thriving
Black enclaves, and discuss
key members of Weeksville’s
community.

(Photo: Weeksvillle Heritage Center/Facebook)



What do we already know about Weeksville?
What was happening in the US during the 1830s?
How were the 1830s a time of great change, 
 but also innovation? 
What was happening globally in the early 19th century?
Who was James Weeks, the founder of Weeksville?
Who was John Lefferts and what role did he play 

GUIDING QUESTIONS: 

       development of Weeksville?



WHAT DO WE KNOW
ABOUT WEEKSVILLE?          

KWL CHART
                                                                                                                                         
Using a piece of paper or download our worksheet
to make a KWL (Know, Wonder, Learned) chart
noting what you already know about Weeksville
Heritage Center.

 
Be sure to jot points that connect back to major turning

points in New York State or American history. 



VIEW: 

Uncovering New York City: Weeksville, Brooklyn |
Secrets of the Dead | PBS on the history of
Weeksville. 

After watching the video, please
add more to your KWL chart in the

learned section, in addition to
expanding on your wonderings! 

https://youtu.be/7m4ykfyCPwQ?si=uufVSF_hwqTkb1OJ
https://youtu.be/7m4ykfyCPwQ?si=uufVSF_hwqTkb1OJ
https://youtu.be/7m4ykfyCPwQ?si=uufVSF_hwqTkb1OJ


REVIEW: 
The In Pursuit of Freedom
project, specifically the
Abolitionist Brooklyn
section, to review some
history of how Weeksville
and Brooklyn came to be.

http://pursuitoffreedom.org/
http://pursuitoffreedom.org/


DISCOVER: 
Using a printed or digital
version of our map of
Weeksville, plot where
James Weeks’ house is.
We will be using this map
to continue our journey
through the history and
legacy of Weeksville.



FUTURE WONDERINGS: 

Who is Henry C. Thompson and why did he get started in
Black abolition?
Why is Weeksville named after James Weeks? 
What is the current value of $250 worth of land? What was
the average annual wage for a Black man at that time?
What careers were available to Black men at the time of
1830s/1840s in New York City?

If interested in diving deeper into the origins of Weeksville and
Brooklyn, consider exploring the following questions: 



If you want to identify what a human

community needs to be – anywhere in our world

– Weeksville would be an excellent model. 

— Marcia Goldman, Former President Weeksville Board of Trustees

LESSON 2: 

PRESENT

WHAT MAKES THIS A
POWERFUL QUOTE?



What is the current mission of Weeksville Heritage Center?
Who was Joan Maynard and how was she instrumental in
resurrecting Weeksville?
What programming and events have been done recently at
the Center and how do they relate to the founding vision of
the community as a space for Black people to safely grow
and flourish?
How did the Weeksville Heritage Center come to be? 

GUIDING QUESTIONS: 

 



OBJECTIVE:
Participants will be able
to examine the current
Weeksville Heritage
Center site and discuss
the site’s current impact
on the local community,
as well as identify how
the current mission of the
organization is continuing
the legacy of Weeksville’s
founding.



EXPLORE: 
IN-PERSON EXPLORATION: It is
incredibly important to visit Weeksville
and attend one of their house tours.
Each house has its own story and you
should bring your handout (or pick one
up onsite!) to make notes of what you
learn from the tour. Once you finish the
tour of the Hunterfly houses, join us for
the next portion online

The five W’s of Weeksville: 
Who
What
When
Where

Why VIRTUAL EXPLORATION: Vice TV of
Messiah Rhodes’ experience exploring
the Weeksville Heritage Center 
(next slide )

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4i57VOkU_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4i57VOkU_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4i57VOkU_k


WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER:
PRE-VISIT PACKET

CLICK 
TO 

EXPLORE

REVIEW:
The Weeksville Heritage
Center pre-visit booklet as it is
chock full of primary source
information and things to
know before you visit the
space either in-person or
virtually: Weeksville Pre-Visit
Packet 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/538764b2e4b0d9893f4245e2/t/57169cb18a65e23ec2a59f1b/1461099702325/Weeksville+Pre-visit+Packet+-+Apr.+2016.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/538764b2e4b0d9893f4245e2/t/57169cb18a65e23ec2a59f1b/1461099702325/Weeksville+Pre-visit+Packet+-+Apr.+2016.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/538764b2e4b0d9893f4245e2/t/57169cb18a65e23ec2a59f1b/1461099702325/Weeksville+Pre-visit+Packet+-+Apr.+2016.pdf


WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER:
VIRTUAL TOUR

CLICK 
TO 

VIEW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4i57VOkU_k


FUTURE WONDERINGS: 

What is the significance of the Freedman’s Torchlight?
What is the importance of the establishment of the grid
system in Brooklyn to Weeksville?
Why would the founders of Weeksville prioritize education? 
What role did women play in Weeksville?
What historic moments have a Weeksville connection in the
19th and 20th centuries?

If interested in diving deeper into the origins of Weeksville and
Brooklyn, consider exploring the following questions: 



“ The historic site is a sight of memory, memory helps

build identity, identity builds community. Community

and institution building is really a form of resistance...

Weeksville is a story of self-sufficiency, and self-

determination, and entrepreneurship” 

-Rob Fields, Former Executive Director of Weeksville 

LESSON 3: 

FUTUTRE

WHAT MAKES THIS A
POWERFUL QUOTE?



As the city changes due to technological advances, shifts in
population, and external forces like gentrification, what
does it mean to preserve spaces like Weeksville?
How can we envision a future for a historically Black site
like Weeksville as NYC continues to evolve? 

GUIDING QUESTIONS: 

 



OBJECTIVE:
Participants will be able to
think critically about the
role that Weeksville
Heritage Center currently
plays in its community and
discuss ways the Heritage
Center interprets the
importance and impact of
this historic site.



READ: The W.E.B Du Bois short science fiction, AD 2150
What have you learned about this futuristic NYC? What
has already happened? What hasn’t happened yet?

Chart out your own thoughts about the future. What
technologies do you think will be available in 2150? What
do you think will still be around? What do you think will
happen?
 

 

TAKE NOTES!



CREATIVE EXTENSION: 
Start drafting a travel poster or some other
form of advertising for a futuristic
Weeksville in the world that W.E.B Du Bois
has created in his story. Using your notes
from the reading and your own thoughts
about the future, what images or text
would you add to your futuristic
advertisement for Weeksville? What images
are you incorporating? What is being
highlighted? Create your poster or other
form of advertisement using the materials
that excite you most or that you have on
hand. 



What have you learned about Weeksville from these
lessons?
What do you need clarification on regarding what you
have learned about Weeksville from these lessons?
What did you find most surprising, intriguing, or
challenging when learning about Weeksville?
How do themes and ideas from these lessons about
Weekville relate to things you’re learning in and out of
the classroom?
What would you like to know more about?

REFLECT: 



FUTURE WONDERINGS: 

What laws, programs, and entities currently exist to help
protect historic sites? How could these been expanded
upon in the future?

If interested in diving deeper into the origins of Weeksville and
Brooklyn, consider exploring the following questions: 



Dr. Susan Smith McKinney-Steward was the first
African American woman to earn a medical doctorate
(M.D.) in New York State and the third in the United
States. She was from Weeksville. (1847-1918)

VIEW: 1:24-1:39
Mapping Communities: HueEnclaves | Weeksville

Create a 1-page presentation about Susan Smith
McKinney-Stewardand her achievements. Consider
the medium you would like to use for your
presentation- PPTx, presentation board, artistic
representation, poem, etc.   
 

WHO IS SUSAN SMITH MCKINNEY-STEWARD? 
CREATIVE EXTENSION: 

https://youtu.be/OHAoCfDXMM4?si=B0Kwx0vH6ON9Qrr0&t=84


Susan’s sister Sarah Garnet was an Educator,
Activist, and the first Black Principal in the NYC
School System. (1831-1911)

VIEW: 1:39-2:08
Mapping Communities: HueEnclaves | Weeksville

Create a 1-page presentation about Sarah Garnet
and her achievements. Consider the medium you
would like to use for your presentation- PPTx,
presentation board, artistic representation, poem,
etc.   
 

WHO IS SARAH GARNET? 
CREATIVE EXTENSION: 

https://youtu.be/OHAoCfDXMM4?si=B0Kwx0vH6ON9Qrr0&t=84

